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in reconciling contradictions in " a higher unity ".   Are we,
therefore, to number Hegel also among the " primitives " ?
On the other hand, if savages often, like civilized men,
argue illogically, they often, like civilized men, argue quite
correctly, nor is this denied by Professor Levy-Bruhl. " It is
not to be doubted ", he says, " that the Greenlanders, when
following the avocations necessary to their existence, do
reason, and that they employ means which are sometimes com-
plicated in order to arrive at the ends they are seeking."
And in regard to the Hottentots he quotes the testimony of
the experienced missionary, Dr. Moffat:
" It is extremely difficult adequately to conceive of the
extent of the ignorance, even of their wise men, on subjects
with which infants are conversant in this country. Yet it
cannot be denied, in spite of general appearances, that they
are acute reasoners, and observers of men and manners."
No doubt the savage in general is much less capable than
the civilized man of reasoning on abstract questions; but
the cause is not so much a defect in his logical apparatus as
an incapacity of forming ideas that involve a high degree of
abstraction. In that, as in many other respects, the savage
adult is on an intellectual level with the civilized child; the
analogy between the two should never be forgotten. And if
the savage cannot explain his reasoning process, that is no
argument for denying him the power of reasoning; for in
that respect he resembles a large part of civilized mankind
at the present hour, nay, the whole of mankind down to the
days of Aristotle. Yet nobody on that account would dream
of maintaining that mankind was incapable of reasoning until
the hour when Aristotle discovered the laws of the syllogism
To sum up, we think that Professor Levy-Bruhl is quite
right in emphasizing the illogical and mystical elements in
" primitive " or savage thought, but he seems to err in re-
garding these elements as constituting a difference of kind
between " primitive " and civilized mentality; for the same
logical defect, and the same tendency to fall back on mystical
or supernatural causes for the explanation of natural pro-
cesses, are characteristic of a large portion of civilized
humanity at this day; so far as a diiference in these respects
exists between savagery and civilization, it is a difference
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